
 
 

Report to: Policy and Resources Committee, 8th September 2020 
 

Report of: Corporate Director, Place 
 

 
Subject:    LAND TO THE EAST OF SANCTUARY CLOSE / HOPTON STREET ‘POCKET  

                  PARK’ 
 
1. Recommendations 

 
1.1 To authorise the Director of Place to accept the financial contribution of 

£12,925 from Platform Housing towards the development of a pocket park 
on City owned land off Sanctuary Close / Hopton Street Worcester; and 

 
1.2 To recommend to Council an amendment to the Capital Programme to 

include an additional £17,075 in respect of this scheme in 2020/21. 

 

2. Background 
 

2.1 At Council on the 16th July 2019 a motion was presented to the meeting calling on 
the City Council to support the creation of a small natural pocket park as a ‘Park of 
Peace’  on City Council owned land at Sanctuary Street / Hopton Street adjacent to 

the  new Platform  Housing development to include a memorial to bombing victims 
from World War 2. The motion was passed and City Council officers tasked with 

taking this forward.  
 
RESOLVED: That the Council request the Manging Director to co-ordinate with 

officers, local Members, potential funding bodies and other partners to ensure that 
this park is established. 

 
2.2 The land referred to in the motion is identified on the Plan at Appendix A and is 

currently informal scrub land the forms part of a wider parcel of land which is subject 
to the development of 25 houses by Platform Housing.  The site adjoins the Windsor 
Avenue allotments. 

  
2.3 Planning application P18K0195 for the erection of 25 dwellings following demolition 

of existing dwelling and creation of new site access at land to the rear of 31 Hopton 
Street, was minded to be approved by the Planning Committee at the meeting on 
18th October 2018, subject to conditions and the completion of a s106 Agreement. 

 
2.4 The application was supported by a biodiversity enhancement scheme which sets out 

the measures that will be utilised to enhance the area of open space to the west of 
the site (the proposed pocket park site). This includes measures for habitat 
enhancement and habitat creation, including wildflower planting within three parts of 

the site and tree, shrub and orchard tree planting throughout and an extension to a 
cut grass path to the public footpath to increase access and permeability to the 

remaining part of the site.  
 

 



2.5 Under the sale to Platform Housing, Platform have been given rights to carry out 
these works on the Council’s retained open space site with the land thereafter being 

retained and maintained by the Council. There is in addition an obligation on 
Platform Housing to construct an improved access to the Windsor Avenue allotments. 
This has been completed.  

 
2.6 The Corporate Director of Place has worked with Platform Housing and Local Ward 

members to seek to achieve the ambition to create a small informal park which 
provides space to incorporate a memorial to the victims of World War 2 bombing 
raids and provide an amenity for local people. These proposals extend beyond that 

envisaged within the consented planning scheme, but remain consistent with the 
need to manage the site sensitively in terms of ecology and the presence of slow 

worms on the site, relocated from the adjoining land as one of the planning 
conditions for the housing development. 

 
2.7 To this end, the Corporate Director of Place commissioned the City Council 

Landscape consultant to prepare a scheme (see Appendix 2), consulted with local 

members and then obtained costings for the scheme from the City Council Minor 
Works Team. Local ward members consulted local residents and confirmed that they 

supported the proposals. 
 

2.8 The scheme includes: the creation of a board walk over wetland to support 

enjoyment of the area, the introduction of a community orchard, fencing, minor 
engineering works to create mown paths, interpretation boards  and a more formal 

route to a memorial area which will house the memorial with appropriate seating. A 
small kick about area is also included in the scheme. 
 

2.9 In addition, the local County Councillor confirmed the use of his District Funds to 
employ a designer and the manufacture and installation of the memorial on the site 

designed within the scheme 
 
2.10 Platform Housing were requested to provide a contribution to the costs of the 

scheme in lieu of the works they would have had to carry out as part of the planning 
consent. A contribution of £12,925 has been secured which is regarded as a fair 

reflection of the costs involved. 
 

2.11 The overall cost of the scheme designed by the City Landscape consultant is £30,000 

including preliminaries, labour, materials and contingency. The works would be 
carried out by the Council’s Minor Works Unit leaving a funding gap of £17,075 which 

would need to be funded from other sources. 
 

2.12 It is proposed that this shortfall is funded as an addition to the City Council capital 

programme. 
 

2.13 If approved, the City Council would need to amend the S106 obligations agreed with 
Platform Housing. Platform Housing are happy to do this. 
 

3. Options 
 

3.1 The preferred option is to undertake the works as proposed at a total cost of 

£30,000. This would provide a valuable local amenity but also fulfil the motion to 
Council. 

 
  



3.2 Alternative options are: 
 

1. Implement the open space improvements as per the planning consent. This would 
involve limited works to the site including some minor regrading and provision of a 
mown path. This would not fulfil the approved Motion to Council. For this reason, this 

option is not recommended. 
 

2. Implement a scheme using simply the financial contribution from Platform 
Housing of £12,925. This would mean a reduced scheme to the path and benches to 
the memorial site leaving the remainder of the site as is. This would fulfil part of the 

Full Motion to Council but leave the remainder of the site unimproved. For this 
reason, this option is not recommended. 

 
4. Implications 

 
4.1 Financial and Budgetary Implications 

 

Should it be necessary to fund this entirely from borrowing there will be an annual 
borrowing cost, including Minimum Revenue Provision, of approximately £2,000 p.a., 

assuming a 10 year asset life. 
 
The site is currently a City Council maintained asset and it is proposed to remain as 

such. There are some revenue impacts from the proposal in terms of mowing of 
footpaths and in future years repair and maintenance which would need to be 

accommodated within existing budgets. 
 

4.2 Legal and Governance Implications 

 
There are no significant legal implications arising from this report; the site is in the 

Council’s ownership and Platform as the developer of the adjoining scheme has 
agreed to the proposed variation to the s106 agreement required to secure their 
financial contribution to the works. 

 
4.3 Risk Implications 

 
Given the minor works nature of the scheme, there are no significant risks to the 
scheme in terms of cost beyond the contingency already allowed for. There is a risk 

that Platform Housing will not agree to the changes to the S106 agreement but they 
have already indicated that they are willing to do so. 

 
4.4 Corporate/Policy Implications 

 

The proposed scheme is in accordance with the objectives of the City Plan. 
 

4.5 Equality Implications 
 
None arising from this report 

 
4.6 Human Resources Implications 

 

None arising from this report 
 

  



4.7 Health and Safety Implications 
 

None arising from this report. 
 

4.8 Economic, Social, Environmental Implications 

The project will provide amenity benefit to local residents and in addition support 
biodiversity. 

 

Appendix A Location plan 

Appendix B Proposed works  

 
 

Ward(s):   St Johns 
Contact Officer: Andrew Round, Tel: 01905 722524 

 Email: Andrew. Round@worcester.gov.uk 
Background Papers: None  
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